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Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions
• Updates
• New CA TB Guidebook 
• Break
• TB Incidence Update
• WTBD/CDC LTBI Campaign Results
• TB Elimination Strategies 
• Reminders
• Adjourn 1



Welcome!
•Sign in here: (MS Forms link) 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=SHJZBzj
qG0WKvqY47dusgdlj_TVrWgdPondjA_1rprFUODlPN1RJOFdZM
E5PT0RWUUhHQTJEVU1GVC4u

•Please state your name and the organization 
you are representing in the chat box

• If able, we ask that you turn on your cameras 
for engagement
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=SHJZBzjqG0WKvqY47dusgdlj_TVrWgdPondjA_1rprFUODlPN1RJOFdZME5PT0RWUUhHQTJEVU1GVC4u


Icebreaker!
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What is your 
favorite 
summer 
activity?

Please answer 
in the chat



Announcements
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Organizational Updates
• Let us know what’s new at your organization
(trainings events, resources, staff changes, etc.)

• UCLA
• Garfield Medical Center
• Kaiser
• We Are TB
• Asian Pacific Healthcare Venture
• Acessa labs
• Oxford-Immunotec
• Qiagen
• DPH Health educators/Community liaison PHNs

– Are there events you will be hosting or attending? 
– What resources and/or assistance may be needed from any of 

those represented here, can we provide a training/present? 
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LAC Coalition Brochure 
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An Overview of the 
TB Prevention 
Guidebook

Katya Salcedo, MPH
Epidemiologist
California Department of Public Health, TBCB

Guidebook Link: 
https://www.ctca.org/toolbox/

June 22, 2022
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Why this Guidebook?

>1700 
TB 

Cases
Per 

Year

5%
Importation

85%
LTBI progressing 
to active disease

10%
Recent

Transmission

Tuberculosis Control Branch. California Department of Public Health, Feb 2021.
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TB Free California

Our Team

 Conduct provider training & offer clinical support
 Carry out patient education & community 

engagement
 Offer Epidemiology & data management support 

for measuring LTBI practices

 2 Million Californians have LTBI
 Established 2017 
 Work on TB prevention in CA
 Goal: Increase LTBI testing & treatment at 

community clinics



Lessons 
Learned

Many competing priorities in primary care

Clinic champion & leadership buy-in are key

Quality measures are important

Training is a start but lots of follow-up is 
required

Every EMR is different

Workflow modifications & integration with 
EMR can support practice change

Community engagement can supplement 
clinic interventions



Click to add text
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Despite challenges, success is possible!
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Need for standardizing the Approach: 
Enter the “TB Prevention Guidebook”

 Provide instructions for community clinics 
implementing TB prevention

 Share best practices
 Address common concerns and barriers
 Put forth standards for measuring and 

monitoring LTBI

Goals

Intended audience

 Community clinic staff interested in improving 
LTBI care
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Engaging & supporting patients
Community partnerships & Person-center tools and resources

Guidebook in a nutshell

1 Background 
Why TB prevention? Standards of practice & key clinic considerations

2

Providing care for LTBI
Basic clinic guidance & Billing tips3

Measurement of LTBI cascade
Defining steps & Case examples of EMR interventions4

Attrition in the cascade
Barriers & Interventions5
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1
Background:

Why TB 
Prevention?



Screen to identify patients 
experiencing riskScreen

Test using an IGRATest

Treat with short-course, rifamycin-
based regimensTreat

1
Background: 

LTBI Standards 
of Care



Assess population experiencing risk

EMR to track and monitor LTBI care

IGRA and CXR on-site or referral process

Capacity to prescribe and follow-up on 3-4 
month treatment regimens

1
Background: 

Considerations 
When Getting 
Started 



2
Engaging & 
supporting patients: 

Increasing 
engagement & 
reaching 
persons at risk

Community engagement 
with trusted 
organizations & TB 
champions is important 

There is a need for tools 
and resources to engage 
and support patients 

 COVID-19 presented a unique 
opportunity to highlight 
similarities with TB



2
Engaging & 
supporting patients: 

 Partner with clinics administering flu or COVID-19 
vaccinations to implement TB risk assessments 
and referrals

 Hold a short TB 101 health information session at 
a community center in a high TB burden area


CARE TB, San Diego 
providing TB 
education at COVID-
19 vaccine site
>180 needs 
assessment surveys 
administered

Successful 
community 
partnerships



3
Providing care for 
LTBI: 

Clinical 
algorithm for 
providers



4
Measurement of 
LTBI cascade: 

Define steps in 
LTBI Care 
Cascade



4
Measurement of 
LTBI cascade: 

Two core LTBI 
care indicators 
to measure and 
monitor

% population at higher 
risk that receive an LTBI 

test

% with a positive test 
that complete LTBI 

treatment



1) Build a EMR TB module to comprehensively 
capture LTBI care

2) Enhance existing EMR structure to capture key steps
related to LTBI care

3) Incorporate EMR reminders and reports to remove 
provider barriers to LTBI care

4
Measurement of 
LTBI cascade: 

EMR Case 
examples to 
capture and 
improve the 
LTBI care 
cascade



5
Attrition in the LTBI 
care cascade:

Suggestions to 
overcome 
barriers

Example: Test for TB infection

Barrier: 
 Providers may be busy addressing many primary 

care concerns, making it challenging to order a TB 
test for patients at risk

Hb A1c

Suggestion:
 Clinics can incorporate IGRA as a 

standing order based on risk or 
add to routine lab order sets

 Display patient education 
materials encouraging patients to 
talk to their provider about TB

CBC

QFT



Appendices:

Guidebook 
includes resources 
for providers, 
clinics and patients



In Summary

 Community clinics play a key role in preventing TB in 
California, and while there are challenges, there are 
methods to overcome barriers

 With the right workflow, tools and support systems in place, 
clinics have successfully implemented TB prevention and 
ultimately improved care for their patients.
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Thank you!
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Break
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2022: Increased reports of possible TB; increased disease 

30

May 
2022

May 
2021

Year to 
Date 2022

Year to 
date 2021

Year End 
Totals 
2021

Year End 
Totals 
2020

Year End 
Totals 
2019

5 Year 
Total 
Average

TB suspected 219 91 842 435 1631 1578 2639 2500

TB verified 47 21 164 109 466 459 536 516

Experiencing 
Homelessness

4 2 12 5 32 26 39 33

Pediatric < 5 years 
od

0 0 3 1 4 4 10 7

Multi Drug 
Resistant

0 0 0 0 5 3 8 7



2022: Indicators of increased disease transmission 
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May 
2022

May 
2021

Year to 
Date 2022

Year to 
date 2021

Year End 
Totals 2021

Year End 
Totals 2020

Year End 
Totals 2019

5 Year Total 
Average

TB suspected 219 91 842 435 1631 1578 2639 2500

TB verified 47 21 164 109 466 459 536 516

Experiencing 
Homelessness

4 2 12 5 32 26 39 33

Pediatric < 5 yo 0 0 3 1 4 4 10 7

Multi Drug 
Resistant

0 0 0 0 5 3 8 7



Two populations of concern

• New transmission in last 2-3 years in large homeless outbreak strain
– HIV positive
– Experiencing homelessness
– Metamphetamine use
– High risk sexual activity
– Geography (skid row, south)

• Pediatric < 5 years old
– Household contact with Mtb
– Latinx/Hispanic
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Brainstorm – How do we 
reach these populations?

33

Please feel free to add your ideas in the 
chat or unmute



CDC’s LTBI Think. Test. 
Treat TB – LAC 

Outreach Evaluation 
Overview

Conducted in March 2022

Jesse Margraf 
Kristy Nguyen 



Highlights

• 200 swag bags handed out 
at 4 truck stops throughout 
LA County

• Engaged with 230+ 
individuals over three 
consecutive days

• 5 languages spoken: 
English, Spanish, Tagalog, 
Vietnamese, Mandarin



Engagement and Conversations

Questions that Arose:
• Where/how to get testing and 

treatment
• Tuberculin Skin Test (TST) vs IGRA
• Bacillus Calmette-Guerin (BCG) 

Vaccine

Misconceptions:
• TB is eradicated in the U.S. and is no 

longer of concern.
• Ethnicity and genetics affect TB test 

results.

Notable:
• Spoke with a handful of healthcare personnel.

• Referred several people to local public health clinics.



Recommended 
Resources

• Goal to provide patient education in multiple 
language including 
English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Tagalog, and 
Mandarin

• Interferon Gamma Release Assay (IGRA)
• Frequently Asked Questions
• What is TB?
• Tuberculosis (TB) Disease

• Resources can be found:
• LAC TBCP
• CDC Think. Test. Treat.
• CDPH
• Curry International TB Center



Learn the Facts About Tuberculosis (TB) from CDC in Tagalog (left) and Vietnamese (right)





CDC LTBI Campaign – Social Media Evaluation 

• Social Media Tracking 

40

Instagram What is TB LAX/Union Station 
Lights

Signs of TB Risk for TB

Accounts 
reached

15,292 11,574 11,563 9,860

Impressions 21,402 14,603 14,953 12,805

Saves 37 5 9 2

Shares 125 19 39 41

Twitter Union 
Station 

WTBD Post TB (CDC 
video)

Signs of TB Risk for TB What is TB

Impressions 15,583 14,795 19,150 15,856 24,018 16,644

Engagement
s

334 172 354 314 470 311

Spanish 
Impressions

13,930 16,818 3,024

Spanish 
Engagement
s

107 116 15



CDC LTBI Campaign Social Media Results – Continued 

IG Story World TB Day TB (CDC 3 videos) TB History

Impressions 6,969 8,811 2,470

41

Facebook LAX/Union 
Station 
Lights

History of 
TB

TB 
Symptoms

TB Risk 
Spanish

TB Risk 
English

What is 
TB

Reach 6,705 169 5,745 5,675 5,866 8,676

Reactions 61 42 23 13 16 83

Comments 0 7 3 11 2 60

Shares 6 7 6 2 5 14
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The Sky Link TV
+ Interviewed Dr. Julie Higashi of the LA County Health Department on Sky 

Talk and broadcasted nationally and locally in LA on April 24.

+ The interview was estimated to reach 530,828 households (Sky1 Mandarin 
National 315,758 HH, Sky 2 Cantonese is LA DMA 57,550 HH, and Sky 3 
Mandarin LA DMA is 157,520 HH) and generated 1,220,904 impressions

+ Local data and spokesperson was key to success

Viewership

Sky Talk (Sky 1 Mandarin 
National) (reach) 726,243

Sky Talk (Sky 2 Cantonese LA 
DMA) (reach) 132,365

Sky Talk (Sky 3 Mandarin LA DMA) 
(reach) 362,296

Sky Talk (Sky Link YouTube) 
(engagement) 80 

TOTAL 1,220,984

Consumer Earned Media Outreach –
CDC and Communications Evaluation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-UOI8whTWQ
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World Journal

Print (reach) 186,000

Digital (reach)* 500,000

Social N/A

TOTAL 686,000

World Journal
+ Featured the Think. Test. Treat TB campaign and its website on 

World Journal LA and its website on April 14

+ Coverage Region: Southern CA, Arizona, and Texas

Consumer Earned Media 
Outreach – Continued 

*Digital Reach is defined as unique monthly visits to the site



Looking Ahead…

44

What are our next steps for continuing the CDC LTBI Campaign?



TB Elimination – Upcoming Strategies 

• Utilize THINK.TEST.TREAT. Campaign to continue efforts in all 
effected populations, (e.g., Latinx, Black, etc.) 

• What should be our target for World TB Day 2023?
– Latinx
– Black 
– HIV 
– Pregnant 
– Unhoused
– People who use drugs

• Working with FQHC’s in hotspots to help better target populations 
– If there are any suggested partnerships that would like to join in 

next year, please send us their contact information or your own.  
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Next Meeting 

46



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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http://evergreenleaf.blogspot.com/2013/04/my-first-blog-award-liebster.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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