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09/29/2011 

 
Environmental Health Division 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Health 
www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh 

Under specified conditions, food booth operators and event sponsors who participate in a community event 
may be exempt from County permit fees and/or the requirements of the California Retail Food Code  
(Cal Code). If you believe you meet one of the following exemptions, check off the corresponding category,  
complete the requested sections, and sign the form certifying that you meet one of the exemptions. 
 
Email the form and required documents to the Division Community Event Coordinator at  
communityevents@ph.lacounty.gov or fax to (213) 351-2727 at least 30 days before the planned event. The 
Department will contact you within 10 calendar days and advise if you meet the requirements for exemption 
from County permit fees and/or requirements of Cal Code. 

Exemption Categories for Sponsors 
Fee 

 Exempt 
Cal Code  
Exempt 

□   Category S-1:   

       Sponsor is a charitable non-profit organization1 and: 
  the event is open to the public; or 
  the event operates greater than 3 days in a 90 day period. 

       A permit to operate is required, but the sponsor is fee exempt. 

Exemption Certification for Community Events 
 Complete Sections A, B, and E on page 3 and provide copies of the  
 sponsor’s (1) Article of Incorporation and (2) Proof of non-profit status  
 [501(c)(3)]. 

   

□   Category S-2:   

        Sponsor is a charitable or professional non-profit organization2, and: 
  the event is open to the public; 
  all food vendors are donating all proceeds to the sponsor; and 
  the event operates 3 days or less in a 90 day period. 

        A permit to operate is not required.  
 
       Complete Sections A, B, and E on page 3, and submit with (1) a list of all food 

booths donating ALL proceeds to the sponsor (2) a copy of the sponsor’s  
 Articles of Incorporation and (3) Proof of non-profit status [501(c)(3) or  
 501(c)(6)]. 

   

□     Category S-3:   

        Sponsor is a charitable or professional non-profit organization, and: 
  the event operates 3 days or less in a 90 day period; and 
  the event is not open to the public (members and guests only). 

         A permit to operate is not required.  
 
        Complete Sections A, B and E on page 3 and submit with copies of the  
        sponsor’s (1) Articles of Incorporation and (2) Proof of non-profit status  
        [501(c)(3) or 501(c)(6)].  

  

 

Exemption Certification for Community Events 

 



2 

 

 

1 A “charitable non-profit organization” is an organization that complies with United States Code (USC), Title 26,  
Internal Revenue Code, Section 501(c)(3), and is organized for charitable, religious, educational, scientific, literary, testing 
for public safety, fostering national or international amateur sports competition, and preventing cruelty to children or  
animals. 
 

2 A “professional non-profit organization” is an organization that complies with USC, Title 26, Internal Revenue Code,  
Section 501(c)(6), and includes business leagues, chambers of commerce, real estate boards, boards of trade, and  
professional football leagues, which are not organized for profit. 
 

Exemption Categories for Food Booths 
Fee 

 Exempt 

Cal 
Code  

Exempt 

□       Category FB-2: 

        Food booth is operated by a “for-profit” entity, and: 
  all proceeds are donated to the sponsor, which is a charitable or  
    professional non-profit organization; and 
  the event operates 3 days or less in a 90 day period. 

 A permit to operate is not required. 
 
      Complete Sections A, D and E on page 3. 
      Note: If the sponsor has submitted a certification under category S2, no certifi-

cation is required from the food booth operators in this category. 

 

 
  

□       Category FB-3: 

        Food booth is operated by a charitable or professional non-profit  
        organization, and: 

   the event operates 3 days or less in a 90 day period; and  
   the event is not open to the public (members and guests only). 

        A permit to operate is not required. 
 
      Complete Sections A, C and E on page 3 and submit with copies of the  
      sponsor’s (1) Articles of Incorporation and (2) Proof of non-profit status 
      [501(c)(3) or 501(c)(6)].  

   

□     Category FB-1:   

        Food booth is operated by a charitable non-profit organization, and: 
  the event is open to the public; or 
  the event operates greater than 3 days in a 90 day period. 

        A permit to operate is required, but the food booth is fee exempt. 
 

  Complete Sections A, C, E on page 3 and submit with copies of the vendor’s    
(1) Articles of Incorporation and (2) Proof of non-profit status [501(c)(3)]. 

  

 

Exemption Certification for Community Events 
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“for-profit” owner 
non-profit association 

A. COMMUNITY EVENT 

  
Name of Event:_______________________________________________________________ 
  
Address of Event: ______________________________________Date(s) _________________ 

B. SPONSOR (Check Applicable Boxes) 
  
Name:                 ______________________________________________________________ 
  
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

□ Non-Profit : Provide a copy of Articles of Incorporation and proof of non-profit status [501(c)(3) or 501(c)(6)] 
□ All proceeds from ALL food vendors will be donated to the non-profit organization 
□ The event operates for 3 days or less in a 90 day period AND is NOT open to the public 

C. NON-PROFIT FOOD BOOTH VENDOR (Check Applicable Boxes) 
  
Name:                 ______________________________________________________________ 
  
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

□ Non-Profit : Provide a copy of Articles of Incorporation and proof of non-profit status [501(c)(3) or 501(c)(6)] 
□ The event operates for 3 days or less in a 90 day period AND is NOT open to the public 

D. FOR-PROFIT FOOD BOOTH VENDOR DONATING ALL PROCEEDS 

  
Food Booth DBA:________________________________________________________________ 
  
Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
  
Owner’s Name:    _______________________________________________________________ 
 
The undersigned hereby agree that ALL proceeds generated will be donated by ______________________ 
 

to   

E. SIGNATURE 

I Declare and Certify under penalty of perjury, that the above stated facts and attachments are true and correct pursuant 
to the California Code of Civil Procedure. 
 
 Print Name:       Date: 

 Signature: 
 

Please maintain a copy of the signed Exemption Certification on site during the event. 
Sponsors filing exemptions under category S1 are required to submit a Community Event Sponsor Application. 
Food booth operators filing under category FB1 are required to submit a Community Event Food Booth  
application. Applications can be found at www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh. 

“for-profit” owner 

     Non-profit association 

FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY 
 

□ Self Certification accepted.   

□ Sponsor does not meet the requirements for exemption certification. 

□ Food booth operator does not meet the requirements for exemption certification. 
    
Community Event Coordinator           Print Name:                                                                     Date: 
 
                                                           Signature:  
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