
Did an exposure to rabies potentially occur?
Patient bitten by a mammal (animal with fur)?
Patient's open wound, broken skin, or mucous membrane contacted
saliva or central nervous system tissue from a mammal?
Patient had an encounter with a bat such that a bite cannot be ruled
out (e.g: sleeping in a room with a bat)?

No PEPNo

Non-reportable animals:
Small rodents  (mouse, rat,

gopher, gerbil, hamster, guinea pig,
squirrel, chinchilla), rabbit

1

Local domestic animal
(Low Risk)

Dog, cat, or ferret, horses,
livestock

Bat
(High Risk)

Bites occurring in foreign
countries where rabies risk

is elevated4

(High Risk)

Local terrestrial wildlife3

(Moderate Risk)
Raccoon, skunk, coyote,

opossum, fox

No PEP Is the animal
currently healthy

and available to be
observed

(quarantined )?2

Animal healthy
(bright, alert, eating
and drinking) after
quarantine period?

PEP is rarely indicated for
bites from normally behaving
local dogs, cats (even if stray

or unvaccinated), ferrets,
horses, livestock.

 
If biting animal was showing
signs consistent with rabies

and cannot be located, rabies
PEP may be indicated.

No

Yes

No

Yes

Available to test?

Test animal*
Wait for test results

before initiating PEP³

Yes

Did animal test
rabies positive?

No PEP

No

Yes

Available to test?

Test animal*
If testing may be delayed
(long weekend / holiday),

start PEP and
discontinue PEP if results

are negative

Yes

Did animal test
rabies positive?

Yes

No

NoNo

Dog, cat Wild
Mammal

Can animal
be located?

Yes

Can bite victim
dependably contact

animal owner after 10
days to establish if
animal is healthy?

Yes

Animal healthy (bright, alert,
eating and drinking) after

quarantine period?

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Start
PEP

Start
PEP

1.  Bites from large rodents (woodchucks/groundhogs, beavers, marmots) are reportable as they do pose a risk
for rabies, and rabies PEP is indicated unless the animal tests negative for rabies.

2.Public Health will determine the appropriate quarantine/observation period depending on the animal.
3.Currently there are no known terrestrial strains of rabies in LA County but spill over of bat rabies into

wildlife does occur. Neighboring counties and states do have terrestrial strains of rabies.
4.High risk canine rabies countries: https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/high-risk-countries.html

*In situations where a bat or wildlife animal is available for testing, animal control should be contacted to pick
up the specimen and arrange for rabies testing with VPH.

     Email VPH
vet@ph.lacounty.gov
with case information

for follow-up.
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