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Note: This handout was adapted from a handout prepared by the California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health 

 
 

 

 

DOES YOUR BUSINESS QUALIFY AS A “COTTAGE FOOD OPERATION”? 
A Cottage Food Operation (CFO) is a business at a private home where low-risk (“non-potentially 

hazardous”) food products are prepared or packaged for sale to consumers. 

 

Will you conduct your cottage food 
operation out of the home where you live?   YES 

Is your cottage food product on the State 
approved list? (See FAQ for a list.) 

 YES 

Do you have one or fewer full-time 
employees, not including immediate 
family or household members? 

YOU DO NOT 

QUALIFY AS A 

COTTAGE 

FOOD 

OPERATION 

 

YOU MAY QUALIFY AS A COTTAGE FOOD OPERATION 
 

For more information, see the “Frequently Asked 

Questions” link or contact us at 626 430-5560. 

 NO 

 YES 

 NO 

 NO 

 NO 

 YES 

Will your gross annual sales be limited to? 

 $35,000 or less in 2013 

 $45,000 or less in 2014 

 $50,000 or less in 2015 and beyond 

 

       


